
   

 

 

The Newsletter of the Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee 
The Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee began in 1999 as a 
fellowship of kindred spirits with the purpose of sharing and promoting 
the creation of beautiful beadwork. 
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LBS Members Show — and Sell 

Our members who sell their jewelry enjoyed two recent shows with 
LBS – Loominosity from November 1-4 and Jewelry at The Domes 
from November 10-11. 
 
The Show and Sell Committee really worked hard to further improve 
our advertising and publicity this year. We had a professional post-
card created in time to hand out at the Bead&Button Show as well as 
all the summer and fall craft fairs that abound. 
 
The Loominosity Sale & Exhibit was our third year of collaboration 
with the Wisconsin Handweavers. Happy LBS artists commented, 
“The sale provided a great showcase for the wonderful talent of our 
members,” and “Loved the fact that I could have my work in a show 
without having to spend four days there.”  
 
Visitors and exhibitors commented on the lovely display. People felt 
the display really showed off the jewelry. In addition to the jewelry for 
sale, the Loose Bead Society exhibited the 2012 Challenge pieces in 
the exhibition section. 
 
This was our second year at Jewelry at The Domes. Thirty-four LBS 
artists showed their jewelry on 25 tables, the maximum number of 

Friendly LBS faces greeted shoppers ready to check out with their 
purchases at Loominosity. Here, Milt Wilson and Barb Schoenherr. 

                                                                  (Continued on page 2) 
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So Much to Appreciate 

The season of giving thanks approaches as I write 
this, my final message as President, and I have 
much to appreciate.  
 
The last few years have seen exciting growth in 
membership and programs, and I’m proud of all 
who have been involved in making this happen. My 
special thanks to the board members who have de-
voted many hours and much hard work to their re-
spective tasks. I appreciate the dedication, enthusi-
asm and creativity they have shared.  
 
Thank you to all committee members who have 
contributed their talents and time to the many activi-
ties we all enjoy. Thanks to all members who par-
ticipate in our events, and who spread the word to 
others about our wonderful Society. 

 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as President 
this year. It has been a wonderful opportunity to 

               — Julie Miller, President 

learn from all of you. It has been my pleasure to serve 
the Society in many capacities for over ten years.  
 
As many of you know, I am a librarian by profession, 
so it was appropriate that my first volunteer activity 
was to serve on a committee that recommended bead-
ing books for the New Berlin Public Library collection. 
 
It is also fitting that I now have the opportunity to serve 
as the first librarian for LBS, and I am eagerly working 
on getting our new lending library up and running. 
(See related article on the next page.) 

 
I look forward to staying an active member of our soci-
ety, and am confident that we will continue to provide 
excellent programs, activities and services. 

Showing and Selling 

 

 

tables that The Domes has available. We had 
demos and make-n-takes going all weekend. It was 
wonderful to see everyone’s individual display and 
get ideas that you might be able to use for your own 
display next year.  
 
The staff of The Domes was very helpful. Exhibitors 
were able to unload their vehicles at one of the back 
doors and use Domes-provided carts to wheel their 
items right to their assigned table. Exhibitors com-
mented, “I absolutely love getting to hang out with 
my friends for 2+ days,” “Set up and take down went 
smoothly,” and “participating in Jewelry at The 
Domes [is] a great opportunity.” 
 
Many thanks to the Show and Sell Committee mem-
bers for their hard work: Helen Dahms, Joan Hoss, 
Judy Markworth, Judy Menting, Julie Miller, 
Susie Ragland, Marilee Rockley, Maggie Ro-
schyk, Debbie Schamber, Barb Schoenherr and 
Brenda Schweder. 
 
A very big thank you also goes to the six LBS mem-
bers who made generous donations for the door 
prizes for the shows. They are Kathy Brier, Cindy 
Collins, Bonnie DeSautelle, Michelle Kearney, 
Susie Ragland and Tammy Rae Wolter. 
   — Kathy Willmering 

(Continued from Page 2) 

Marilee Rockley demonstrates tatting at Loominosity; 
below, a shopper admires jewelry at one of the many 
boutique style exhibits. 
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Lending Library to Debut in January 

Diane Hyde’s magnificent 
beadwork has won numerous 
awards, including the coveted 
and competitive Bead Dreams 
three years in a row. 
 
At the LBS September meet-
ing, Diane described how she 
creates with a stage-by-stage 
slide show of each step. Each 
project has a theme: that’s 
Frog in the Moment at far left. 
 
One of Diane’s tips? “Hold 
something up and look in the 
mirror. It may look completely 
different!” 
 
Diane founded her supply 
company, Designer’s Find-
ings, in 1999. She was also 
present at the first meeting of 
the Loose Bead Society. 

I’m pleased to announce a new benefit of member-
ship in the Loose Bead Society—use of our lending 
library of beading and jewelry books. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of several people, we have 
over 150 books in the lending library. We especially 
express our appreciation to the following. Julia 
Marie Kress, former member and LBS treasurer, 
who is now retired from beading, shared with us a 
large stash of books, beads, and tools.  
 
The estate of Lisa Phillips provided numerous 
works. If you knew Lisa, you remember her excite-
ment about a great new beading book. Brenda 
Schweder, Mary Wohlgemuth, Susie Ragland 
and others have also remembered us when clean-
ing off their bookshelves. 
 
The board has established a small budget to allow 
for the development of the lending library. 
 
Members will be able to check out and return books 
at all programs and the bead-ins. You will need to 
be a current member in good standing to borrow 
books, and your membership card will serve as your 
"library card."  
 
You will be able to request a book in advance of a 
program and pick up the book at the program.  

The librarian will take to the programs/bead-ins books 
to fill member requests, plus new or popular items. 
 
You may borrow up to two books at a time. You may 
keep books for one month; books will be due at the 
program following the one at which borrowed. You 
may renew a book if there is no waiting list for the 
book. A minimal fine will be charged for overdue 
books. 
 
Watch for a list of the books to be posted on the LBS 
website. A print copy of the list will also be available 
for reference at LBS programs and bead-ins. 
 
You may suggest items for purchase for the library. 
Information on how to do this will follow. Donations of 
books will be happily accepted; please contact the li-
brarian before making a donation. 
 
A selection of books will be available to be borrowed at 
the January program meeting.  You will be able to re-
quest specific books in advance starting with the Feb-
ruary program meeting. 
 
I hope you will enjoy this new member benefit, and I 
look forward to serving as the first librarian for our 
Loose Bead Society. 
 
                                             — Julie Miller, Librarian 
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2012 Challenge Entries Are “Off the Wall” 

This year’s Loose Bead Society Challenge fea-
tured wallpaper samples as artistic inspiration.  
Each participant chose an envelope containing a 
wallpaper sample and designed a piece reflecting 
its colors and design. The wallpapers varied 
widely — and so did the splendid array of entries. 
Winners were determined by popular vote. Best 
of Challenge winner was Sue Hottinger, who 
receives a paid day at the Spring Retreat. Run-
ners-up receive paid dues for 2013. Those win-
ners are Debbie Schamber, Barb Schoenherr, 
Bonnnie DeSautelle, Karen Domine, Kathy 
Vandemark and Sue Grimyser. 

Above, Susan Beal congratulates 
Best of Challenge winner Sue Hot-
tinger after awarding her the winner’s 
crown. That’s Sue’s winning entry at 
left, a Western-themed bracelet titled 
Roping Championship Rodeo Belt, 
displayed on her wallpaper sample. 
The Egyptian amulet bag is by winner   
Sue Grimyser. Below, LBS members 
view the entries and cast their votes 
at the October meeting.   
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Record Set in Membership 

Your Help Needed 

The Loose Bead Society extends a warm welcome 
to all the new members who’ve joined in the last 
several months. With your help, LBS has achieved 
a record high of 238 members! 
 
New members include Marlene Ackerman, Sue 
Dellenbach, Al Gary, Cindy Guilette, Cheri Bakic 
Guler, Dorian Kolp, Rob Kolp and Linda Kamai-
kawa-Nolan.  
 
Also among our new LBS members are Daniella 
Masson-Meyers, Diane Mgacz, Diane Nowak, 
Ileana Pipke, Karen Wilson, Milt Wilson and Tris 
Withington. 
 
We look forward to your ideas, participation, and 
contributions. 

On Monday morning, February 25, the Loose Bead 
Society will present a hands-on class to a number of 
women attending the Dairyland Seed Company’s 
annual convention downtown. LBS was asked to 
participate in this event by Visit Milwaukee. 
 
The class will serve both as a fundraiser for LBS 
and as an introduction to the fun of beading for 
these women. The project will be a simple strung 
bracelet of crystals and spacer beads. 
 
Because of the number of women expected (150 –
200), quite a few table captains are needed. If there 
is any way you can free up this morning to lend a 
hand, your help would be much appreciated. 
 
Please contact Kat Feldman at vpspecialev-
ents@loosebeadsociety.org.  

David Wareham of Gilders Paste discusses the prod-
uct’s many uses with Cindy Collins. He was the 
speaker for the October LBS meeting, and showed 
samples of the paste wax applied to various materials. 
Members also had the opportunity to try out Gilders 
Paste on metal filigrees. It is available in 28 colors and 
can be found locally at Eclectica in Brookfield.  

There are two more beady happenings in the New 
Year that LBS members won’t want to miss: 
 

A Private Shopping Night at Knot Just Beads on 
Monday, January 14, from 5:30  to 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

LBS Spring Bead-In on Saturday, February 9, at 
the New Berlin Public Library 

Mark Your Calendars 

Don’t these classes at the Spring Retreat sound just 
wonderful?  Birdsong - Pogo Sticks - Fan Wheel of 
Fortune - Intro to Netting -  Rainbow Comet Bangle - 
Netted X Motif - Beaded Soutache - Lasting Connec-
tions Pendants - Designer-Heal Thyself! 

Teachers include Maria Rypan, Debbie Austin-
Johnson, Judy Menting and Brenda Schweder 
(That’s Brenda’s Rainbow Comet Bangle above.) 
 
The retreat, which will be at the Radisson Hotel in 
Racine, includes not just classes, but fun, friendship 
and great food. Look for all the details in the bro-
chures available at LBS meetings and on our web-
site, www.loosebeadsociety.org. 

2013 Spring Retreat Set for March 8-10 
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Loose Bead Society 

2012 Board Members 
 
 

Julia Miller, President 
Kathy Willmering, President Elect 

Maggie Roschyk, VP-Programming 
Kat Feldman, VP-Special Events 

Judy Markworth, Secretary 
Marilyn Johnson, Treasurer 

Helen Dahms, Past President 
Open, Community  

Service Coordinator 
Judy Menting, Membership Coordinator 

Carol Haiar, Newsletter Coordinator 
Traci Otte, Website Coordinator 

 

  

 

 

. 
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At the November LBS meeting, Jill Erickson, for-
merly with Art Jewelry magazine, gave a presenta-
tion on making your own ear wires and clasps. 
 
Jill explained that clasps and wires shouldn’t be just 
an afterthought, but complementary to the jewelry 
on which you’ve worked so hard. By making your 
own findings, you control the size, shape, and mate-
rial that best suits your work. And that applies 
whether you make jewelry with beads, wire, metal 
clay, or metals. 
 
Jill also provided a handout with an overview of 
wires, tools, and suppliers. Carol Garland-Warner 
was the lucky winner of a wire gauge that Jill 
awarded, and Maureen Bartz won the Kalmbach  
book Making Elegant Jewelry for Special Occasions. 

Yes, You Can Make Your Own Findings 

Congratulations, New LBS Officers! 

November—that traditional time for elections — also 
marked the selection of several new officers for the 
Loose Bead Society. 
 
In 2013, Judy Menting will become President-Elect, 
Maggie Roschyk will again serve as Vice President 
of Programming, and Judy Markworth will repeat 
as the organization’s Secretary.   
 
Thanks go to the Nominating Committee for assem-
bling the slate of candidates. Members were Lory 
Jannes, Cindy Sporleder, Brenda Schweder, 
Judy Menting, and Julie Miller. 

Paulette Biedenbender offered a bright smile to visi-
tors to her table at Jewelry at The Domes. She was far 
from alone, as other Loose Beaders packed  all the 
available tables with their artistic delights. 

It was a busy fall for the Loose Bead Society — 
here’s our table at the Milwaukee Bead Show with 
Suzanne Wegner, Diana Hershaw, and Jan Falk. 
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Loose Bead Society Of Greater Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 35 
Brookfield, WI 53008-0035 
 
www.loosebeadsociety.org 

Corporate Sponsor 
 

Kalmbach Publishing Company 
(Publisher of Bead&Button, BeadStyle and Art Jewelry magazines) 

21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187 
262-796-8776  www.beadandbutton.com 

 

Corporate Members 
 

Bead Bin 
608-274-0104  www.beadbinmadison.com 

LBS discount: 10% off beads & findings 
 

Beadwork Ingenieur 
262-679-4496  www.beadworkingenieur.etsy.com 

 
Brenda Schweder Jewelry 

414-313-0234  www.brendaschweder.com 
LBS discount: 15% off etsy with special code 

 
CraftOptics 

888-444-7728  www.craftoptics.com 
LBS discount: free prescription with order 

 
 

Eclectica 
262-641-0910  www.eclecticabeads.com 
LBS discount: 10% off beads & findings 

 
JSM Bead Coop 

920-208-2323  www.jsmbeadcoop.com 
LBS discount: 10% off all merchandise 

 
Midwest Beads 

262-781-7670  www.midwestbeads.com 
LBS discount: 10% off beads & findings 

 

Loose Bead Society Corporate Members 


